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1. What can the crusades tell us about the changing face of Europe during the high middle ages? What were the consequences, both good and bad, of the crusades?
2. How did the role of women change during the high middle ages? Relate the role of women to the rise of new cities and guilds.
3. Examine the intellectual world of the high middle ages. What role did the new universities play? What was the influence of the rediscovered works of Aristotle and the philosophy of St. Thomas Aquinas?
4. What was the main message of the Franciscans and Dominicans? How turbulent was this religious period? What was the significance of the popular heresies?
5. What was the role of the textile industry in the European economy during this period?
6. During this period Europe saw the emergence of a new social class in the cities. Who were they? What roles did they play? How did they make a place for themselves in the medieval social order?
7. What is scholasticism and what broader intellectual movements did it reflect? How did it contrast with popular religion?
8. Where were the centers of the trade networks for Europe? Why there?
