The Sugar Trade
Background Info:  Sugar was first grown in Asia and New Guinea and migrated across India to the Mediterranean before 1300 CE. In the 1500s, the Portuguese created large sugar plantations in the New World (the Americas and the Caribbean). From 1655 to 1833, the sugar trade dominated the Caribbean, mostly by the British and the French. 
The difficult process of growing and producing sugar in the 18th century was done by African slaves.  First, enslaved people had to clear a hillside and plant the cane. Second, after a year, they cut the cane at the base with machetes, or large blades. Third, the slaves took the canes to a crushing mill where they ran it through rollers and pressed it to squeeze out all the juice. The cane juice was run through a strainer and boiled four times. Next, the skimmings were turned into rum while the sugar was dried and prepared for shipment. During some parts of this process, there was a rush to ensure the freshness of the sugar, so slaves had to work quickly in hot, dangerous conditions. Many enslaved people lost fingers, arms, legs, or even their lives!  Adapted from The DBQ Project: Sugar Trade DBQ
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                        Illustration Source: W. Clark, Ten Views of Antigua, 1823 Courtesy British Library        
Doc 1: John Campbell, Candid and Impartial Considerations on the Nature of the Sugar Trade; the Comparative Importance of the British and French Islands in the West Indies, 1763 

The inhabitations of the sugar colonies are composed of Whites and Blacks, or in other words, of British subjects (citizens) and African slaves. It is from the skill and industry of the former (whites), supported by the painful and indefatigable (untiring) labor of the latter (slaves), that not sugar only, but various other commodities (goods) are raised in those countries and exported to different parts of the world. It is to the cheapness of the labor of these poor people (slaves) that those costly and extensive works, which are necessary in a sugar plantation, are derived (resulted) … the affluence (wealth) of our countrymen in these isles (islands) who are their masters. 
Doc 2: Anonymous, Remarkable Extracts and Observations on the Slave Trade, London, 1791
For why is the Slave Trade carried on? To supply the West India (Caribbean) planters with hands (workers) to cultivate (farm) the islands. And why are the islands cultivated? To furnish the inhabitants of Europe with sugar! If sugar was not consumed it would not be imported – if it were not imported it would not be cultivated, if it was not cultivated there would be an end to the Slave Trade; so that the consumer of sugar is really the prime mover, the grand cause of all the horrible injustice which attends the capture, of all the shocking cruelty which accompanies the treatment, of the wretched African Slave. 
Doc 3: Franklin W. Knight, The Caribbean; The Genesis of a Fragmented Nationalism, New York; Oxford University Press, 1990
Slave Population and Sugar Production in Selected Colonies
	Colony
	Year
	Slave Population
	Tons of Sugar Produced

	Barbados (British)
	1712
	42,000
	6,343

	
	1757
	63,600
	7,068

	
	1792
	64,300
	9,025

	Jamaica (British)
	1703
	45,000
	4,782

	
	1730
	74,500
	15,972

	
	1754
	130,000
	23,396

	
	1789
	250,000
	59,400

	Saint-Domingue (French)
	1764
	206,000
	60,000

	
	1776
	240,000
	76,000

	
	1789
	452,000
	70,313

	
	1791
	480,000
	78,696

	Cuba (Spanish)
	1774
	44,300
	10,000

	
	1792
	85,900
	18,571

	
	1817
	199,100
	43,415


 “RAFT” Assignment: After reading these three documents, you can REALLY SEE the connection between the sugar trade and the slave trade! 
Imagine you are a former slave. Write a letter to a sugar plantation owner or a lawmaker about how to end the slave trade. *Be sure to explain how this will affect the SUGAR TRADE. 
· One paragraph (5-8 sentence) letter

· From you (former slave) to either a sugar plantation owner or a lawmaker (make up a name)

· About how to end the slavery AND how that will affect the sugar trade. 
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