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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
The “Duh!” Rule
Paragraph topics are like “Prime Numbers.”

If you can “break down” the paragraph’s topic

into “smaller, more specific units,” it’s too vague.
	Essay
	Unacceptable
	Acceptable

	Any/All
	Positive and Negative
	Positive

	
	
	Negative

	CCOT
	Changed and Continued
	Changed

	
	
	Continued

	Comp
	Similar and Different
	Similar

	
	
	Different


If everything has some ___ and ___,

it’s too vague/obvious to be worth college credit.

� Credit to Stan Honeycutt, Woodlands College Park HS, TX






