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1. Examine the life of the Turkish and Mongol nomadic tribes. How did they adjust to their environments? How did the environment limit their development? How did the environment and their nomadic lifestyle influence their intellectual world?
2. How were Persia and China influenced by Mongol conquests? How were the Mongols transformed by their contact with the Persians and Chinese?
3. Examine the role Chinggis Khan played in the expansion of the Mongol empire. What were the foundations of his success? What was his legacy?
4. Examine the reign of Khubilai Khan. How was he different from his grandfather, Chinggis Khan? What was Khubilai Khan’s legacy?
5. What influence did the Mongols have on Eurasian trade and cultural integration?
6. Marco Polo wrote that the Mongols were “stout and valiant soldiers, and inured to war.” Why were the Mongols such great warriors? Why couldn’t they turn their conquests into long-lasting empires?
