AP World History




Name_________________________

Thesis Recognition Worksheet

Directions:  Indicate whether each of the following is a thesis.  Use a  “X” to indicate thesis and a “O” to indicate no thesis.

Question: Analyze continuities and changes in patterns of interaction along the Silk Roads from 200 B.C.E. to 1450 C.E.
1.____ The Silk Roads connected Europe to East Asia.  The nomadic Mongols on the eastern steppes began the trade.  The Silk Road was originally designed to transport trade but it would also begin to trade religions, ideas, and diseases through the eastern hemisphere through the merchants that used the Silk Roads.

2.____ The Silk Roads fostered interaction and communication from 200 B.C.E. to 1450 C.E.  Throughout this period of time, the Silk Roads would encourage the spread of religion, ideas, items, and pathogens.  While the Silk Road was originally intended as an adventurous process of exchange from silk to China, and therefore valuable goods returning to China, growing empires would input new religions and items.

3.____ From 200 BCE to 1450 CE the Silk Roads experienced changes in interaction between the East and the West with the high point and fall of the Roman and Han empires.  They experienced decline due to decentralization in Europe and Asia and then began a resurgence with the rise of nation states.

4.____ The Silk Roads were an extreme factor in the growth of Europe and Asia.  The Silk Roads were utilized in multiple ways, including trade, travel, military movement, and the spread of religions.

5.____ The Silk Roads were not only used for trade but also used for cross-cultural interaction with different peoples.  These cross-cultural interactions caused changes in peoples lives and religion.  Not only did the lives of the people change but so did the __________ interactions on the Silk Roads.  Not everything changed, though;  there were definite continuities like the type of good or location of the goods.

6.____The Silk Roads’ role in societies changed over the years.  Many times, the roads were an opportunity to spread religious beliefs.  But other times, the Silk Roads helped spread undesirable things, such as epidemics and invasions.  The Silk Roads went through highs and lows from 200 B.C.E. to 1450 C.E., drastically changing many societies. 

7.____ The Silk Roads were a series of trade networks that encompassed most of the eastern hemisphere.  They originated as the path that silk traders took to get from Eastern Asia to the middle east and Europe.  The Silk roads evolved from their humble origins in 200 B.C. to becoming the driving force behind the spread of Islam, the integration of previously isolated cultures in Southeast Asia into the western world and the beginnings of conflicts between Europe and the Middle East.

8.____ As the Marco Polos, Ibn Battutas, and countless other merchants can attest, the Silk Roads were an astonishing characteristic of the ancient world.  These famed passageways between great empires and kingdoms spread religion, culture, and wealth around half the globe.  Patterns constantly changed from 200 B.C.E. to 1450 C.E., the most interesting being a monopolization of the routes as a multicultural sharing of the roads early on developed into subsequent domination by at least the dar al-Islam and China, and then the Mongols.  However, there always remained continuities that characterized those roads, including the spread of disease and the diversification of religion among various ethnic groups . . . .

9.____ The Silk Roads have made interaction between the world more grand and complex than ever before.  While the Silk Roads transferred the many different religions, technologies, crops, materials all over Europe, over time the Silk Roads began to transfer disease and were seen more as destructive to the empires involved rather than helpful.  However, although the Silk Roads changed over time due to changes in religion and the start of disease, there remained some continuities, such as the involvement of the Han and Roman dynasty and the positive resources, such as silk, that continued to travel the roads.

10.____Though the Silk Roads were built for trade, they continued to spread an amalgam of other things from 200 B.C.E. to 1450 C.E. like religion, disease, and ideas.  Though the Silk Roads went through multiple civilizations supervising it, it always continued diffusing different cultures as long as there was someone to keep it up.

