The Mongols                   
Background Info: Eight hundred years ago, during the 13th century, a small tribe from the grasslands of Central Asia conquered much of the known world. Operating from the backs of horses, Mongol warriors conquered much of Asia, the Middle East, and Eastern Europe. Nothing like it had ever been seen before – or since! 
Much of the world called the Mongols “barbarians”, and by that they usually meant savage, uncivilized, and evil. The Mongols were a nomadic group who fought and competed with other nearby groups for pasture land and livestock. They lived in round, moveable houses called yurts, had few material possessions, knew little about mining, and cared nothing about farming. They were nomadic people who lived off the meat, milk, and hide of horses, and the meat and wool of sheep.  
By 1206, a leader called Genghis Khan united the different Mongols clans. He then used troops from these united clans to defeat several great Chinese cities. Once he controlled Northern China, he attacked his neighbors to the west, in modern-day Western China, Kazakhstan, and Siberia, and then on to Persia and the modern countries of Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Iraq.  
After Genghis Khan died in 1227, his son, Ogedei took over. Ogedei took 70,000 soldiers and conquered most cities in modern Eastern Russia, Poland, and Hungary. When he died, his nephew, Mongke, conquered what was left of the Middle East. The final Great Khan was Genghis’s grandson, Kublai Khan, who conquered Southern China and modern Vietnam. He ruled in a time called pax Mongolica, or “the Mongolian Peace”, where most of the Empire was under control and secure. In his later years, Kublai weakened the empire by unsuccessfully attacking Japan. After he died in 1294, the Mongols began to lose their grip on the empire, finally defeated by 1502. Adapted from The DBQ Project: Mongols DBQ
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Reported Inhabitant Deaths from Various Sources
	Year
	City 
	Reported Deaths
	Source

	1220
	Bukhara (modern Uzbekistan)
	30,000
	Juvaini

	1221
	Nishapur (modern Iran)
	1,747,000
	Persian historian

	1223 
	Heart (modern Afghanistan)
	1,600,000
	Afghan historian

	1237
	Kozelsk (modern Eastern Russia)
	No survivors 
	Russian historians

	1258
	Baghdad (modern Iraq)
	800,000 – 2,000,000
	Persian historians


Source: George Marshall, Storm from the East. 1993
Doc 1: John of Plano Carpini, History of the Mongols, Carpini on Army Structure 1247 

Source: John of Plano Carpini History of the Mongols, in Christopher Dawson, The Mongol Mission, London: Sheed and Ward, 1955. Note: John of Plano Carpini was a monk who was sent by the pope to visit Karakorum, the Mongol capitol in modern Mongolia between 1245-1247. It is believed that he was the first European to visit the Mongols in their homeland. 
Genghis Khan ordained (ordered) that the army should be organized in such a way that over (in charge of) ten men should beset one man and he is what we call a Captain of Ten; over ten of these should be placed one (man), named a Captain of a Hundred; at the head of ten Captains of a Hundred is placed a soldier known as a Captain of a Thousand, and over ten Captains of a Thousand is one man and the word they use for this number is “tuman”. Two or three chiefs are in command of the whole army 
When they are in battle, if one or two or three or even more out of a group of ten runs away, all are put to death; and if a whole group of ten flees (runs away), the rest of the group of a hundred are all put to death if they do not flee too. Likewise if one or two or more go boldly to the fight, then the rest are put to death if they do not follow, and if one or more of the ten are captured, their companions are put to death if they do not rescue them.
Doc 2: John of Plano Carpini, History of the Mongols, Carpini on Battle Tactics, 1247 

Source: John of Plano Carpini History of the Mongols, in Christopher Dawson, The Mongol Mission, London: Sheed and Ward, 1955. 
The chiefs of the army … have beside them their children and their womenfolk on horseback; and sometimes they make figures of men and set them on horses … to give impression that a great crowd of fighting men is assembled there. Other columns of stronger men they dispatch (send off) far off to the right and the left so that they are not seen by the enemy and in this way they surround them and close in and so the fighting begins from all sides. 

They reduce fortresses in the following manner. … They surround it so that no one can enter or leave. They make a strong attack with engines (catapults for slinging large stones) and arrows and they do not leave off fighting by day or night, so that those inside the fortress get no sleep. The Tartars (Mongols) however get some rest for they divide up their forces and they take turns to fight so that they do not get too tired. 
If they cannot capture it in this way they throw Greek fire (flammable liquid); sometimes they even take the fat of the people they kill and, melting it, throw it on to the houses, and wherever the fire falls on this fat, it is almost inextinguishable. 
Doc 3: Juvaini, Genghis Khan: The History of the World Conqueror c. 1230
Source: Ata-Malik Juvaini, Genghis Khan: The History of the World Conqueror, edited by UNESCO and Manchester University Press, 1997
Note: Juvaini was a Persian historian who worked for the Mongol leader of Persia. 
In the spring of 1221, the people of Nishapur (a city in Persia/Iran) saw that the matter was serious … By the Saturday night all the walls were covered with Mongols; … the Mongols now descended from the walls and began to slay and plunder (steal) … They then drove all the survivors, men and women, out onto the plain and … it was commanded that the town should be laid waste (destroyed) in such a manner that the site could be ploughed upon and that not even cats and dogs should be left alive … 

They severed the heads of the slain from their bodies and heaped them up in piles, keeping those of the men separate from those of the women and children. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
 “RAFT” Assignment: Imagine you are an advisor to the Emperor of China in the 1200s. You have heard reports that the Mongols are on their way to attack your cities. Please write one complete letter (8-10 sentences) advising the Emperor what he should do. Please be sure to include: 
· What you have heard about these attacks (using info from all three documents)

· Three things you think the Emperor can do to defend his cities from the Mongol attacks. 
