Focus on Five Menu Teacher Directions

The Focus on Five Menu is intended to give students an opportunity to review or remediate benchmarks and/or content focus topics based on assessment data. Students will choose which tasks to complete from the menu to demonstrate their understanding. 
· Using student data, conduct one-on-one or small group data chats with students. Sources of data could be from teacher or district created assessments.
· Before looking at data with students, ask them to reflect on which benchmarks and/or content focus topics they felt most confident with as well as where they felt the least confident.
· Provide students with individual data reports or access to see individual data on a computer, phone, tablet etc.
· Look at the data and together identify areas of strength. Celebrate their successes! Ask students why they think they were successful on these specific benchmarks/content focus topics.
· Look at the data and together identify areas for growth. 
· Help each student select the five benchmarks/content focus topics with which he or she will review based on areas for growth identified from the data.
· Ask students how their reflection before looking at data compares to the information they learned after looking at the data.
· Hand out and explain to students the Focus on Five Menu. Tell them they get to choose which tasks from the menu they want to complete to review their five benchmarks/content focus topics.
· Provide students with where to find the information for their five identified areas to review. This should include the benchmark(s), foundational concepts, and textbook alignment.
· Utilize the first page of each unit in the curriculum guide. You could print those pages for students and have them highlight their areas to review. Or, have students take pictures on their phone or write the information down on sticky notes or note cards.
· Share and discuss expectations, grading rubrics, submission procedures, and deadlines with students.

Possible ongoing follow-up:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Use a tracking progress form for students to graph their mastery levels on each assessment. This allows students to visually see and track their progress throughout the duration of the course. Ask students to reflect on their learning in class and their study habits. Have students brainstorm action steps they can take to achieve mastery of the content. This could be discussed in partners, small groups, or in a quick write or ticket-out-the-door. Periodically cycle back to these reflections and action steps to check in on their progress.






Focus on Five Menu
Step 1: Identify the five benchmarks/content focus topics you will review. 
Step 2: For each of your five review areas, select a different task to complete from the menu below. Write them at the bottom of the box of your selected tasks.
Step 3: Follow the directions given in the menu to complete each task. Use your textbook and any other resources provided by your teacher as reading and reference material. 

	One Pager
A one pager allows you to respond imaginatively while being brief and concise in making connections between words and images. Fill up the entire page with quotes, visual images, essential vocabulary, main ideas, connections and higher level questions.
Benchmark/Content Focus:

	Poem, Rap or Song
Use a poem or song structure (rhyming or free verse) to summarize key information and to make connections between concepts. 
Examples: Concept Poem, Acrostic Poem, ABC Poem, Haiku, Limerick, “I Am” Poem 

Benchmark/Content Focus:

	Storyboard or Comic Strip
Storyboarding requires you to sequence a series of events or concepts. Divide your paper into sections based on the textbook reading. For each section write a summary, create an illustration, and pose questions not directly answered in the text.

Benchmark/Content Focus:


	Editorial Cartoon
Create your own editorial cartoon by using drawings, words, symbols, exaggeration and symbolism to convey an idea or message. 
· Choose a concept, topic, or event  
· Decide how you will express the message or opinion 
· Provide analysis of your cartoon
Benchmark/Content Focus:

	Student Choice
You get to decide how you will represent the information within the benchmark you are reviewing. Be creative, but be sure to first get your teacher’s approval on what you decide to create!


Benchmark/Content Focus:

	Writing in the Margins
Writing in the margins allows you to respond to text in a variety of ways—Visualize, Summarize, Clarify, Connect, Respond, and Question. While you read, use a strategy for each paragraph and try to use more than one. Write down your thoughts on sticky notes or paper.
Benchmark/Content Focus:


	Annotated Timeline
The annotated timeline features dates but adds creative ideas, including illustrations, quotes, analysis, biographical sketches, maps, charts, drawings, concepts and short essays. Design your timeline around a unifying illustration or theme. 

Benchmark/Content Focus:

	Graphic Organizer
A graphic organizer is a visual display that demonstrates relationships between facts, concepts or ideas. It helps guide your thinking as you fill in and build a visual map or diagram.
Examples: Cause/Effect, Web Map, Problem/Solution, Sequencing, Compare/Contrast, Classification
Benchmark/Content Focus:

	Visual Vocabulary
Visual vocabulary helps you better understand vocabulary by explaining the meaning of the concept in your own words and creating visual images that represent the concept. 
· Select 10 concepts
· Explain at least 2 pairs of connections
Benchmark/Content Focus:



*Use this menu page as the cover page to your five completed tasks. Staple/paperclip together before submitting.





POEM/RAP/SONG
[image: I Am Poem Sample]A Limerick is a humorous poem with a special rhyming pattern and stressed syllables. Limericks can be written about a variety of topics, events, places or people. Use the following poem structure to create your limerick.
Line 1:	3 stressed syllables	Rhyme A
Line 2: 	3 stressed syllables	Rhyme A
Line 3:	2 stressed syllables	Rhyme B
Line 4:	2 stressed syllables	Rhyme B
Line 5: 3 stressed syllables	Rhyme A
An “I Am” Poem is a poem about a person, a group of people or an inanimate object which uses the ideas of emotions and senses. Follow the template below by completing the sentences.
I am
I wonder
I hear
I see
I am
I pretend
I feel
I touch
I worry
I cry
I am 
I understand
I say
I dream
I try
I hope
I am







[image: Limerick Sample]






 


Acrostic Poems can be used to express ideas about concepts, people, or primary source materials. Students analyze and interpret a social studies topic in an acrostic poem. Print the title of the topic vertically, letter by letter, along the left margin of the page. Each letter then becomes the starting point for a word, phrase, or sentence that describes the topic.

 



[image: C:\Users\webbjes\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\Acrostic Poem.jpg]








Haiku poetry invites students to describe different places or geographic regions. This writing activity promotes students to think creatively by following a specific structure. Haiku poetry is written in the following structure:
Line one: 5 syllables
Line two: 7 syllables
Line three: 5 syllables
ABC Poems can display a variety of perspectives on an event or topic. Use the letters of the alphabet to start each line of the poem. Each line may have a word or a collection of words. Continue until you come to a logical conclusion, which may end the poem prior to reaching the letter z. This type of informal poem tells a story and should have some illustrations. ABC poems can display a variety of perspectives on an event or topic.

[image: Haiku Sample][image: ABC Poem Sample]















Concept Poem invites students to analyze a concept and express their interpretation through a pattern of ideas. To create a concept poem, students select a topic and then describe the topic by completing each line in the format shown below.
Concept: ____________________________
Believes in: __________________________
Needs: ______________________________
Gives: ______________________________
Takes/Fears: _________________________
Would like to see: _____________________
Is similar to: __________________________



[image: Concept Poem Sample]



Source: AVID The Write Path Teacher Guide 6-12, History/Social Science




































Source: AVID The Write Path Teacher Guide 6-12, History/Social Science


Source: AVID The Write Path Teacher Guide 6-12, History/Social Science

































Source: AVID Critical Reading Teacher Guide 7-12

Annotated Timeline





























Source: AVID The Write Path Teacher Guide 6-12, History/Social Science

Graphic Organizers
Graphic organizers are a power tool for organizing information about an event, topic, or person. Organizers use words and visual symbols to clarify patterns and relationships. There are many types of organizers. The decision of which one to use depends on the purpose of the learning task.









Source: AVID The Write Path Teacher Guide 6-12, History/Social Science







Source: AVID The Write Path Teacher Guide 6-12, History/Social Science
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6 Student-Generated Editorial Cartoons

Providing opportunity for students to create their own editorial cartoons about past or current events can assist
them to gain a greater insight and understanding of the subject.

Instructions:

Have students create and then analyze their own editorial cartoons by following the diret
1. Choose a general topic or event.

2. Brainstorm a st of specific facts or ideas related to the topic or event.

3. Decide what message or opinion to convey.
4

. Brainstorm a st of caricatures, symbols, distortions, stereotypes, and/or humor techniques that can express
your chosen message o opinion.

Analyze your own cartoon.
1. Whatis the general subject?

2. Who are the characters,
and what do they represent?

3. What symbols are used,

and what do they represent? 3
W
4. Whatiis your message or AN
viewpoint on the issue? 78

5. What techniques were used?
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QUICKREFERENCE .1

Writing in the Margins: Six Strategies at a Glance

s table providessi strategies that helpreaders understand texts. While making connections,dariying
information, o doing other work defined on this page, wite down your thoughts i the margins o the text,

onsticky notes,or i your Comell notes.

Visualize

Visualze what the author i saying and draw
an ilustration i the margin. Visualzing what
authors say vill help you lrity complex
concepts and ideas.

When visualizing, ask:
- What does tis ook ike?
« How can draw this conceptdea?

+ What visual and/or symbol best represents
thisidea?

Clarify

Claify complex ideas presentedin the text.
Readers clarity ideas throughaa rocess of
analysis, synthesis,and evaluation. ausing to
carily deas Wil increase your understanding
of theideas n the text.

I order to darity information, you might:
- doine key terms

 reread sactons of the text:

- analyze or connectideas i the text

- paraphase o sumimarize ideas

Respond

Respond to deas n the text asyou read. Your
fesponses can ba personalor analytical n nature.
Thoughtul fesponses willincrease engagement
and comprehension.

Readers willoften respond to:
 interesting deas

- emotional arguments.

- provocativestatements

~ author's daims

- facs, data, and other support

Summarize

Brifly summarize paragraphs o sections ofa
text. Summarizing s a Good way 0 keep track
of essentialinformation while Gaining control of
lengthier passages.

Summaries wil:
 state what the paragraph is about
- describe what the author s doing
+ account for ey terms and/or doas.

Connect

Make connections within the reading to your
‘ownifeand to the world. Making connecions
will mprove your comprehension of the ext

While reading, you might ask:
- How does this rlae to me?

~ How does this e reate to other ideas n
thetext?

- How does this relateto the world?

Question

Question both th ideas i the textand your
‘own understanding ofthe text. Asking good
questions whilereading will help you become
‘amore ciicl reader.

Whilereading, you might ask:
- What s the author saying here?

- Whatis the author doing?

- What dol understand sofar?

+ Whatis the purpose of this section?
- What dol agrea/disagree with?
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(10) Visual Vocabulary

Visual vocabulary helps students to better understand vocabulary by explaining the meaning of the term in their
own words and creating visual images that represent the word. Adding an iffustration or drawing helps students
to clrify their explanation and understanding of the vocabulary word.

Instructions:

1. Inthe context of teaching a chapter or unit, students are assigned a few (four to eight) significant vacabulary
words.

2. Students examine the defintion of one of the words from the glossary or dictionary. With a group or partner,
students discuss the word and rewrite the definition in therr own words.

3. With a group or partner, students discuss examples of the word.

4. Students discuss what visual or symbol best represents the word. Each student creates a visual to represent
the definition or example of the word. Students may write a sentence using the word.

5. Have a class discussion sharing student definitions and visual examples.

Exampl

Word - Abolitionist

Definition from glossary - A person i favor of abolishing  law or custom.
Our definition - A person who wants to get rid or stop something.

Our example - slavery

Visual - (stick figure slave with red slash across)
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X STUDENT HANDOUT 5.4.1
AVID

One-Pager

A One-Pager Is a creative response to your learning experience. It allows you to respond imaginatively while
being brief and concise in making connections between words and images. We think about what we see and
read differently when we are asked to do something with what we have seen or read. We learn best when we
create our own Ideas. Your personal thinking about what you have experienced should be understood by the
audience that views the One-Pager.

Follow this format for your One-Pager.

0 Use unlined white paper.

[ Title the One-Pager appropriately to reflect the content.

[ Use colored pens, pencils, or markers. The more visually appealing it s the more your peers willlearn.

O il the entire page.

[ Be purposeful about the arrangement of your One-Pager. For example, have a reason for using a certain color
orfor placing an object In a certain place.

T Write two quotations from the reading or activiy. Use the proper grammatical forma.

[ Use three visual Images, either drawn or cut out from magazines, to create a central focus to your page. If you
use a computer Image, personalize It to make It your own.

0 Place five essential vocabulary words/phrases around the images, These terms/words/phrases should express
the main ideas, your impressions, feelings, or thoughts about what you have seen or read.

[ Write the main idea of the reading.
[ Write two Costa's Level 2 or 3 questions and answer them.
00 Puta symbolic colored border around the edges of the page.

[ Write your name on the back.
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| Am an Immigrant
Iam..scared

I wonder..what will happen

I hear..strange sounds of a new city
I'see...curious things

Iam..excited

I pretend..| belong here
Ifeel..alone

Itouch..the earth

Iworry..about my family

Icry...for my homeland

Iam..a person

I understand..that | may be unwelcome
Isay..Hello

I dream...about the future

Itry..to work hard

Ihope..to succeed

Iam..an immigrant
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