HONORS U.S. HISTORY
UNIT : THE COLD WAR 1945 – 1995
   (Textbook Chapters 13-14)
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USA               
VS.         
USSR
I. The Early Years of the Cold War 1940-1959[image: image1.jpg]



*What is the Cold War?

The Cold War lasted nearly 50 years. It was an arms race and a battle over the spread of Communism between the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R.
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A. Causes of the Cold War:

1. Nuclear weapon build up between the U.S. and USSR. The “arms race”  begins.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKbtnviUfHc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNYe_UaWZ3U
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2. The USSR spreading communist government ideas to other countries in Eastern Europe (Iron Curtain) and Asia.

* “Satellite Nations”

*Churchill “Iron Curtain Speech”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2PUIQpAEAQ
3. U.S.A. Containment Policy= prevent the spread of communism.
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a. Truman Doctrine=
Would support / help countries who are resisting communism from the Soviet Union
b. Marshall Plan=
Plan to aid Europe after WW II
                    Prevent countries from falling to communism
$17 billion to 16 countries in Europe 
           c. “Domino Theory”=
 If the U.S. doesn’t fight communism, then countries will fall to communism like dominos.   

d. “Brinksmanship”= pushing a situation to the point of disaster/war without quite going over the edge.
4. Communism vs. Capitalism

5. Freedom and Democracy vs. Tyranny and absolute rule.

6. The Cold War also revolved around The Space Race/ science & technology

B. The battle over the division of Germany after WW II * the first confrontation of the Cold War. 
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1. Germany divided into 4 zones.

2. Germany’s capital of Berlin also divided. 
3. Berlin Blockade-Soviets blocked all entrances and exits to the city,1948.
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4. Berlin Airlift= U.S.A. and allies fly in supplies until Soviets lift blockade.
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C. The U.S.A. and The U.S.S.R. create alliances during the Cold War

1. NATO – The U.S., Canada and countries of West Europe.

[image: image11.png]



2. Warsaw Pact – USSR and Eastern European communist countries
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3. The USSR creates / tests its first atomic bomb. The Cold War “Arms Race” has begun! Video below.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNYe_UaWZ3U
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*creates high demand for bomb shelters (fallout shelters) [image: image14.png]
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4. Leads to another “Red Scare” in the U.S.

a. J. Edgar Hoover leader of the FBI looks for communists in America.

b. HUAC investigates communist among us.

c. Joseph McCarthy / U.S. Senator leads a “witch hunt” searching for communist among Americans. “McCarthyism”
5. The Rosenberg spy case

*Cornell Summary*
II. The Cold War Spreads to Asia:

A. China

1. Communism takes over in China led by Mao Zedong aided by USSR. China and USSR form an alliance.

2. Democratic/Nationalist Chinese are aided by U.S. but lose revolution and are forced to island of Formosa – they create the country of Taiwan.
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B. The Korean War:

1. After WW 2 Korea was divided at the 38th line of Latitude.
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2. The USSR controlled North Korea.

3. The U.S. controlled South Korea.
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4. Communist North Korea invaded South Korea trying to take over all of Korea. 

5. This begins the Korean War 6-25-1950

6. The U.S. helps South Korea because of the Truman Doctrine &

     ”Domino Theory”.

7. President Truman wants to fight a limited war. General MacArthur is fired for disagreeing with Truman.
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8. The Korean War ends in 1953

a. Korea is divided at the 38th parallel.

b. North Korea becomes a communist nation led by a dictator.

c. South Korea becomes a democratic / capitalist nation.

*Summary*

III. Other Cold War issues:

A. Space Race 
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1. “Sputnik” 1957
2. Monkey in space-Ham the astrochimp
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 1961
3. Cosmonaut -1961 Yuri Gagarin
4.The 1st American in space-Alan Shepard 

 1961

5.Kennedy’s promise –The moon

B. U-2 Spy Plane incident.
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IV. Politics in Post WW II Cold war era:

A. The Election of 1948:

1. Truman runs for reelection.

2. Republican – Thomas Dewey

3. States Rights/Dixiecrats – Strom Thurmond

4. Progressive Party -Henry Wallace

5. Truman wins in a close election.
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B. The Election of 1952:

1. Dwight Eisenhower- Republican
2. Adlai Stevenson – Ill. Gov. / Dem. Candidate.

3. Eisenhower wins in a landslide.

4. Ike wins Presidential Election 1956
C.  Eisenhower and Civil Rights:

1.  Brown v. Board of Ed.

2. Rosa Parks

V. Life in America in the 1950’s:

A. The Baby Boom-population explosion from 1945-1963

B. Americans are economically and financially better off after WWII.

1. New products, goods for sale.
2. New methods of doing business.

a. Franchises

b. Motels

c. Fast food

3. Many new homes built- American’s leave the city and move to the suburbs.
4. Medical advancements in the 50’s-vaccines. 
C. Fads, and entertainment in the 1950’s:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-73rzNzDRPY
and

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLHicd4Y054
1. TV’s and TV shows became popular in the 1950’s.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dK1U-REi-Y
2. Hollywood movies on the “Big Screen”

3. Rock & Roll music

Elvis Presley “king of R & R
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gj0Rz-uP4Mk
or

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFo8-JqzSCM&list=PLJwjh0h_yZsY0v-S2ZJqAvgdwJ76IcpPs
4. New types of dancing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rf55gHK48VQ
Cold War / 1940’s-50’s Test Review ch. 13-14
1. Iron curtain –what/who

2. The 1948 and 1952, 56 Presidential elections

3. Truman Doctrine

4. Marshall Plan

5. Communism

6. Containment / Domino Theory

7. Brinksmanship 

8. Berlin Blockade – Berlin Airlift

9. Communist China

10. Korean War-“38”
11. NATO  and Warsaw

12. Satellite Nations

13. Cold War
14. GI Bill
15. Red Scare

16. McCarthyism *HUAC, Loyalty Review Board
17. The FBI and J Edgar Hoover

18. Gary Powers and U-2 Spy plane incident

19. Arms Race * Massive Retaliation
20. Fall Out Shelter

21. Rosenberg spy case

22. Sputnik / space race

23. Life in the 1950’s, Baby Boom, Suburbs
24. Civil Rights-Brown v. Board case, Rosa Parks, Central High-Little Rock 9.
Movies:
The century Americas time  the best years 1946-52 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4VdXTw4q6y8
Happy Days 1953-60

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_D4fWogbZM












  





claimed that he had “lists” of communists in the U.S. government.


Falsely accused hundreds of people of being active Communists, ruining lives.  


When hearings were televised, people saw that McCarthy was wrongly accusing many people.


Censured (punished) by Senate.  





  














